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A Service of Worship and Praise

We Gather in God’s Name

Greeting

Opening Hymn:   B256   The Blood Will Never Lose Its Power

Minister says:  We begin our worship in praise the same way we 
were baptized:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation says:  AMEN

We Prepare our Hearts

M:  As believers in Christ, we are called to repent of our sins and 
forgive one another.  In the book of James, we are told, “Therefore, 
confess your sins to each other and pray for one another, so that 
you may be healed.”  As one body in Christ, we unite our hearts in 
prayer:

C:  Lord, I pray to You because I am suffering.  I have cut myself off 
from You and others by the sin in my life.  I need Your forgiveness 
so that I may find healing for my wounded life and for the wounds 
I have caused others.  Today, in the name of Jesus I pray, forgive 
me, and by the power of Your Holy Spirit, renew my heart.  AMEN.

We sing:  Change My Heart

Change my heart, O God, make it ever true.    
Change my heart, O God, may I be like you.

|:  You are the potter; I am the clay.
Mold me and make me, this is what I pray.

Change my heart, O God, make it ever true.
Change my heart, O God, may I be like you.  :|
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M:  We take comfort and find confidence in the words of Jesus, 
“He has sent me to announce forgiveness to the prisoners of sin 
and restore sight to the blind, to give mercy to those whose lives 
are shattered by sin, to announce the favor of the Lord.”  God gave 
His only son, Jesus, to die for our sins and rise from death to give 
us eternal life.  We are forgiven.  We live in the favor of the Lord.

C:  AMEN.

We sing:  Lord I Lift Your Name on High

|:  Lord, I lift your name of high.  Lord, I love to sing your praises.
I’m so glad you’re in my life.  I’m so glad you came to save us. 

You came from Heaven to Earth to show the way; 
from the Earth to the Cross, my debt to pay;

from the Cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky; 
Lord, I lift Your name on high.  :|

WE PRAY TOGETHER
M:  Almighty God, you are eager to grant your goodness...
C:  ...and joyful in sharing your grace.
M:  You invite us into your presence...
C:  ..to worship you with all our hearts.
M:  Breathe your holy Spirit on us...
C:  ...so that our tongues are eager to shout your praise!
M:  Breathe your Holy Spirit on us...
C:  ...so that our mouths are ready to proclaim the good news of 
Your Son.
M:  Through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.    He lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:  AMEN .
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We Listen to God’s Word

FIRST LESSON:   Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60

6 In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the 
Hellenistic Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews 
because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of 
food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It 
would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in 
order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from 
among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will 
turn this responsibility over to them 4 and will give our attention to prayer 
and the ministry of the word.”
5 This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full 
of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, 
Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 6 They 
presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on 
them.
7 So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem 
increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the 
faith.
8 Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed great 
wonders and signs among the people. 9 Opposition arose, however, from 
members of the Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called)—Jews of 
Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia—who 
began to argue with Stephen. 

72a To this he replied: “Brothers and fathers, listen to me!

51 “You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still uncircumcised. 
You are just like your ancestors: You always resist the Holy Spirit! 52 Was 
there ever a prophet your ancestors did not persecute? They even killed 
those who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you 
have betrayed and murdered him— 53 you who have received the law that 
was given through angels but have not obeyed it.”
54 When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and 
gnashed their teeth at him. 55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked 
up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right 
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hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man 
standing at the right hand of God.”
57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, 
they all rushed at him, 58 dragged him out of the city and began to stone 
him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man 
named Saul.
59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this 
sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep.

We sing:  Shine Jesus Shine

Shine, Jesus, shine!    Fill this land with the Father’s glory!
Blaze, Spirit, blaze! Set our hearts on fire.

Flow river flow!    Flood the nations with grace and mercy.
Send forth Your Word, Lord, and let there be light!

Lord, the light of Your love is shining, 
In the midst of the darkness shining.    

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us; 
Set us free by the truth You now bring us.    

Shine on me.    Shine on me.

Shine, Jesus, shine!    Fill this land with the Father’s glory!
Blaze, Spirit, blaze! Set our hearts on fire.

Flow river flow!    Flood the nations with grace and mercy.
Send forth Your Word, Lord, and let there be light!

SECOND LESSON:   I John 5:1-6

5 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and 
everyone who loves the father loves his child as well. 2 This is how we 
know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out 
his commands. 3 In fact, this is love for God: to keep his commands. And 
his commands are not burdensome, 4 for everyone born of God 
overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, 
even our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who 
believes that Jesus is the Son of God.

5



6 This is the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He did not 
come by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who 
testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.

PLEASE STAND

GOSPEL LESSON:  John 17:11b-19
11b Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you 
gave me, so that they may be one as we are one. 12 While I was with 
them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. 
None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that 
Scripture would be fulfilled.
13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the 
world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I 
have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are 
not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that 
you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil 
one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them 
by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have 
sent them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may 
be truly sanctified.

BE SEATED

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY:   B178   Praise Him! Praise Him!

SERMON:  “Have The Full Measure of the Lord’s Joy Within You”  
John 17:11b-19

PLEASE STAND

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of Heaven and 
Earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten not made, of one being with the Father.  Through 
Him, all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation, He came down from Heaven, was incarnate 
of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our 
sake, He was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was 
buried.  On the third day, He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  
He ascended into Heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His 
kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who, in unity with the Father and the Son, is 
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We 
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come.  AMEN.

OFFERING  Instrumental

PRAYERS AND LORD’S PRAYER

BLESSING

M:  Brothers and Sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  
Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C: AMEN 

CLOSING HYMN:  B559  Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me

                                                                                                                              

Flowers on the altar have been donated in honor of our mothers:

Celeste Matthews Arleath Matthews
Katherine Jefferson Deborah Banks, Leola Williams
Pastor & Karis Kramer Katherine Westendorf, Carolyn Kramer
Linda & Randy Oma Benzine
Pastor Dave Florence Sternhagen 
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Serving at CoL:                 Today                                    Next Sunday                       
Music Katherine, Elijah, Noah Karis, Elijah
Ushers Keith, Mike Lee
Reader Mike Perry
Altar This Could Be You
Refreshments This Could Be You
Cleaning This Could Be You
Mowing This Could Be You

CALENDAR
Wednesday 7:00 PM Bible Class  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89831357274
Thursday 10:30 AM Bible Class at Summerhouse, Slidell
Sunday  10 AM Bible Class, Sunday School; 11 AM Worship
May 19 Church Council; Ladies Guild
Jun 2 Confirmation
Jun 8 Garage Sale
Jun 25-28 International Youth Rally, Fort Collins, CO
Jul 22-26 Camp South, Covington, GA

Birthdays                                             Anniversaries                                                    
2 Angel Williams 5 Wanda and Bill Theodore
6 Dan Hawkins 26 Hansel and Marigold Carter
10 Gretchen McKinney
18 Marigold Carter
26 Ella Tallant

“...give what you have decided in your 
heart to give, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
II Corinthians 9:7
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