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A Service of Worship and Praise

We Gather in God’s Name

Greeting

OPENING HYMN  Christian Worship 97
Down from the Mount of Glory

Minister says:  We begin our worship in praise the same way we 
were baptized:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation says:  AMEN

We Prepare our Hearts

M:  As believers in Christ, we are called to repent of our sins and 
forgive one another.  In the book of James, we are told, “Therefore, 
confess your sins to each other and pray for one another, so that 
you may be healed.”  As one body in Christ, we unite our hearts in 
prayer:

C:  Lord, I pray to You because I am suffering.  I have cut myself off 
from You and others by the sin in my life.  I need Your forgiveness 
so that I may find healing for my wounded life and for the wounds 
I have caused others.  Today, in the name of Jesus I pray, forgive 
me, and by the power of Your Holy Spirit, renew my heart.  AMEN.

We sing: Change My Heart

Change my heart, O God, make it ever true.    
Change my heart, O God, may I be like you.

|:  You are the potter; I am the clay.
Mold me and make me, this is what I pray.

Change my heart, O God, make it ever true.
Change my heart, O God, may I be like you.  :|
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M:  We take comfort and find confidence in the words of Jesus, 
“He has sent me to announce forgiveness to the prisoners of sin 
and restore sight to the blind, to give mercy to those whose lives 
are shattered by sin, to announce the favor of the Lord.”  God gave 
His only son, Jesus, to die for our sins and rise from death to give 
us eternal life.  We are forgiven.  We live in the favor of the Lord.

C:  AMEN.

We sing: Lord I Lift Your Name on High

|:  Lord, I lift your name on high.  Lord, I love to sing your praises.
I’m so glad you’re in my life.  I’m so glad you came to save us. 

You came from Heaven to Earth to show the way;
from the Earth to the Cross, my debt to pay;

from the Cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky; 
Lord, I lift Your name on high.  :|

WE PRAY TOGETHER
M:   Almighty God, you are eager to grant your goodness...
C:  ...and joyful in sharing your grace.
M:  You invite us into your presence...
C:  ...to worship you with all our hearts.
M:  Breathe your holy Spirit on us...
C:  ...so that our tongues are eager to shout your praise!
M:  Breathe your Holy Spirit on us...
C:  ...so that our mouths are ready to proclaim the good news of 
Your Son.
M:  Through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.    He lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:  AMEN .
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We Listen to God’s Word

FIRST LESSON Exodus 34:29-35
29 When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets 
of the covenant law in his hands, he was not aware that his face 
was radiant because he had spoken with the LORD. 30 When Aaron 
and all the Israelites saw Moses, his face was radiant, and they 
were afraid to come near him. 31 But Moses called to them; so 
Aaron and all the leaders of the community came back to him, and 
he spoke to them. 32 Afterward all the Israelites came near him, 
and he gave them all the commands the LORD had given him on 
Mount Sinai.
33 When Moses finished speaking to them, he put a veil over his 
face. 34 But whenever he entered the LORD’s presence to speak with 
him, he removed the veil until he came out. And when he came 
out and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, 35 they 
saw that his face was radiant. Then Moses would put the veil back 
over his face until he went in to speak with the LORD.

We sing: Shine Jesus Shine

Shine, Jesus, shine!    Fill this land with the Father’s glory!
Blaze, Spirit, blaze! Set our hearts on fire.

Flow river flow!    Flood the nations with grace and mercy.
Send forth Your Word, Lord, and let there be light!

Lord, the light of Your love is shining,
In the midst of the darkness shining.  

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us;
Set us free by the truth You now bring us.

Shine on me.  Shine on me.

Shine, Jesus, shine!  Fill this land with the Father’s glory!
Blaze, Spirit, blaze! Set our hearts on fire.

Flow river flow!  Flood the nations with grace and mercy.
Send forth Your Word, Lord, and let there be light!
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SECOND LESSON II Corinthians 3:7-18

7 Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in 
letters on stone, came with glory, so that the Israelites could not 
look steadily at the face of Moses because of its glory, transitory 
though it was, 8 will not the ministry of the Spirit be even more 
glorious? 9 If the ministry that brought condemnation was 
glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that brings 
righteousness! 10 For what was glorious has no glory now in 
comparison with the surpassing glory. 11 And if what was transitory 
came with glory, how much greater is the glory of that which lasts!
12 Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. 13 We 
are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to prevent 
the Israelites from seeing the end of what was passing away. 14 But 
their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains 
when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, because 
only in Christ is it taken away. 15 Even to this day when Moses is 
read, a veil covers their hearts. 16 But whenever anyone turns to the 
Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where 
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And we all, who with 
unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed 
into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the 
Lord, who is the Spirit.

PLEASE STAND

GOSPEL LESSON Luke 9:28-36

28 About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and 
James with him and went up onto a mountain to pray. 29 As he was 
praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes 
became as bright as a flash of lightning. 30 Two men, Moses and 
Elijah, appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus. 31 They 
spoke about his departure, which he was about to bring to 
fulfillment at Jerusalem. 32 Peter and his companions were very 
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sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw his glory and 
the two men standing with him. 33 As the men were leaving Jesus, 
Peter said to him, “Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put 
up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 
(He did not know what he was saying.)
34 While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and covered them, and 
they were afraid as they entered the cloud. 35 A voice came from 
the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to 
him.” 36 When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was 
alone. The disciples kept this to themselves and did not tell anyone 
at that time what they had seen.

BE SEATED

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY  Christian Worship 95
Oh Good, Lord, to Be Here

SERMON  Got to Get Off the Mountain Sometime!
Luke 9:28-36

PLEASE STAND

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of Heaven 
and Earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten not made, of one being with the Father.  
Through Him, all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, He came down from Heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully 
human.  For our sake, He was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He 
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suffered death and was buried.  On the third day, He rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into Heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no 
end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who, in unity with the 
Father and the Son, is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead and 
the life of the world to come.  AMEN.

BE SEATED

OFFERING  African-American Heritage Hymnal 406
Only Believe

THE SACRAMENT

M: Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive 
His true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins and the 
strengthening of our faith. In this supper, we celebrate the gift of 
His redemption, we bear witness to the fellowship we share as 
confessors of the truth, and we proclaim His death until He returns.

C:  Now have come the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom 
of our God, and the authority of his Christ. To Him who sits on the 
throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory, 
forever and ever.

We sing: Glorify Thy Name

Father, we love you; we worship and adore you.
Glorify thy name in all the earth.

Glorify thy name, glorify thy name,
Glorify thy name in all the earth.
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Jesus, we love you; we worship and adore you.
Glorify thy name in all the earth.

Glorify thy name, glorify thy name,
Glorify thy name in all the earth.

Spirit, we love you; we worship and adore you.
Glorify thy name in all the earth.

Glorify thy name, glorify thy name,
Glorify thy name in all the earth.

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 
His disciples, saying, “Take and eat: this is my body, which is given 
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you, this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: AMEN

FOR ALL OF US:  Paul instructed in I Cor. 11:28: “Everyone ought to 
examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink from the cup.” 
Questions like these help us examine ourselves:

 Am I sorry for my sin?
 Do I trust that Jesus has lived and died to save me from my sin?
 Do I believe that Jesus’s body and blood are truly present to assure me 

of forgiveness?
 Do I intend, with God’s help, to live a more God pleasing life?

WELS and ELS members may come and receive Christ’s body and blood. 
Proceed up the center aisle as directed by the ushers.
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FOR OUR GUESTS AND VISITORS:  You may find that we regard Holy 
Communion with much greater seriousness than most churches today. The 
Bible teaches that communion is, among other things, a public statement 
of intimate unity and spiritual agreement with a church's teachings. 
Therefore, if you are unaware or unclear about what we teach and believe, 
you will want to compare your own beliefs with ours before communing 
with us. We are eager to establish this fellowship with you and look 
forward to your inquiry on how to enter into fellowship! Pastor Kramer is 
happy and ready to speak with you!

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  Christian Worship 310
I Come, O Savior, to Your Table

THANKSGIVING:

Give thanks with a grateful heart.
Give thanks to the Holy One.

Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ His Son.

|:  And now, let the weak say, “I am strong”,
Let the poor say, “I am rich”

Because of what the Lord has done for us!  :|

Give thanks!

C:  Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have 
praised You here may glorify You in the world, that the eyes which 
have seen the coming of Your Son may long for His coming again, 
and that all who have received in His true body and blood the 
pledge of Your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy 
life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

AMEN.

PRAYERS AND LORD’S PRAYER
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BLESSING

M:  Brothers and Sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one 
another.  Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C: AMEN 

CLOSING HYMN  African-American Heritage Hymnal 307
His Name is Wonderful

                                                                                                                              

https://welshistoricalinstitute.org/175th/
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Financial blessings continue

God continues to open the hearts of his people to provide 
generous support for the work that we do together as a synod. 
Congregation Mission Offerings (CMO) for the month of 
December 2024 amounted to $3.53 million, which was up 4.1 
percent ($138,000) from December 2023 and was 4.9 percent 
($166,000) higher than the projection for the month of December 
2024.

On a calendar year-to-date basis for 2024 the total reported CMO 
was $23.91 million, up 2.2 percent ($511,000) over the prior year 
and up 3.0 percent ($707,000) from projected receipts. On a fiscal 
year-to-date basis, which began July 2024, total reported CMO 
through December (six months) was $12.91 million, up 2.5 percent 
($314,000) from the prior year ($12.60 million).

This is now the fifth straight year WELS has reached a new level of 
calendar-year reported CMO and the third calendar year in which 
reported CMO exceeded $23 million. These annual increases have 
been very encouraging and have decreased the impact of the high 
inflation rate during the last four years.

Read about all the amazing ways God has blessed the mission and 
ministry work of WELS, made possible through congregations’ 
CMO contributions, in the 2025 annual report, Your gifts, God’s 
blessings. Read the digital version online or order your own 
complimentary print copy from Northwestern Publishing House.

We join in thanking God that he continues to bless our synod with 
growing financial resources that support our synod’s mission and 
ministry. To him be the glory!

Serving with you in Christ,
WELS President Mark Schroeder
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Serving at CoL:                 Today                                 Next Sunday                       
Music Karis, Elijah Katherine, Elijah
Ushers Keith, Perry
Reader
Streaming Noah Noah
Refreshments Ramona
Cleaning Virginia, Jake
Mowing

CALENDAR                                                                                                                    
Wednesday 7:00 PM Online Bible Class
Sunday 10:00 AM Bible Class, Sunday School
Sunday 11:00 AM Worship
Mar 5 Ash Wednesday: 6 PM Dinner, 7 PM Service
Apr 17 Maundy Thursday
Apr 18 Good Friday
Apr 20 Easter
May 4 Crawfish Boil
Jul 28-Aug 2 VBS:  Wonder Junction

“...give what you have decided in your 
heart to give, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
II Corinthians 9:7
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