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A Service of Worship and Praise

-We Gather as God’s People to Worship Him-

OPENING HYMN  Christian Worship 573
Hark! The Voice of Jesus Crying

PLEASE STAND

Minister says: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God 
the Father and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation says:  And also with you.

-Introduction to Worship-

M:  God, our Father, each day is a gift of your grace.
C:  Your mercies are new every morning.
M:  Guide our steps by the light of your word.
C:  Shield us from harm and keep us from evil.
M:  Better than life is your love.
C:  Put joy in our hearts and praise on our lips.  Alleluia!

-We Prepare Our Hearts-

M:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and 
serve Him as His dear children.  But we have disobeyed Him and deserve 
only His wrath and punishment.  Therefore, let us confess our sins to Him 
and plead for His mercy.

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I know that I have been sinful from birth.  
In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be 
called your child.  But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Forgive my sins 
and change my life.
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We sing: Have Thine Own Way, Lord

Have Thine own way, Lord!  Have Thine own way!
Thou art the Potter; I am the clay.

Mold me and make me after Thy will,
While I am waiting, yielded and still.

Have Thine own way, Lord!  Have Thine own way!
Hold o’er my being absolute sway!  
Fill with Thy Spirit till all shall see
Christ only, always living in me!

M:  Jesus says to His people: “If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven.”  His death paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the 
whole world.  Do you believe this?

C:  Yes, I believe.

M:  Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, it is my privilege to 
declare to you that your sins are forgiven.  You are a dear child of God. 
Let’s praise His name.

We sing: No Other Name But the Name of Jesus

Chorus:  No other name, but the name of Jesus
No other name, but the name of the Lord

No other name but the name of Jesus
Is worthy of glory, And worthy of honor

And worthy of power and all praise!

His name is exalted far above the earth; 
His name is high above the heavens.

His name is exalted far above the earth; 
Give glory and honor and praise unto His name.

Chorus
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-We Pray Together-

M:  I lift up my eyes to the hills – where does my help come from?

C:  My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.

M:  He will not let your foot slip – He who watches over you will not 
slumber

C:  My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.

M:  The LORD will keep you from all harm – He will watch over your life.

C:  The LORD will watch over my coming and going, both now and 
forevermore.  AMEN.

BE SEATED

-We Listen to God’s Word-

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 43:8-13

8 Lead out those who have eyes but are blind,
    who have ears but are deaf.
9 All the nations gather together
    and the peoples assemble.
Which of their gods foretold this
    and proclaimed to us the former things?
Let them bring in their witnesses to prove they were right,
    so that others may hear and say, “It is true.”
10 “You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD,
    “and my servant whom I have chosen,
so that you may know and believe me
    and understand that I am he.
Before me no god was formed,
    nor will there be one after me.
11 I, even I, am the LORD,
    and apart from me there is no savior.
12 I have revealed and saved and proclaimed—
    I, and not some foreign god among you.
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You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, “that I am God.
13     Yes, and from ancient days I am he.
No one can deliver out of my hand.
    When I act, who can reverse it?” 

We Sing: Thy Word

Refrain: Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.

When I feel afraid and I think I’ve lost my way
Still, You’re there right beside me

Nothing will I fear as long as You are near
Please be with me to the end.

Refrain

I will not forget Your love for me and yet
My heart forever is wandering

Jesus be my guide and hold me to Your side
I will love You to the end.

Refrain

SECOND LESSON I Corinthians 12:1-10

12 Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want 
you to be uninformed. 2 You know that when you were pagans, 
somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols. 
3 Therefore I want you to know that no one who is speaking by the Spirit 
of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except 
by the Holy Spirit.
4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 
5 There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are 
different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the 
same God at work.
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7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the 
common good. 8 To one there is given through the Spirit a message of 
wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same 
Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by 
that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to 
another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different 
kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues.

PLEASE STAND

GOSPEL LESSON Luke 8:26-39

26 They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, which is across the lake 
from Galilee. 27 When Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-
possessed man from the town. For a long time this man had not worn 
clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs. 28 When he saw 
Jesus, he cried out and fell at his feet, shouting at the top of his voice, 
“What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg 
you, don’t torture me!” 29 For Jesus had commanded the impure spirit to 
come out of the man. Many times it had seized him, and though he was 
chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he had broken his chains 
and had been driven by the demon into solitary places.
30 Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”

“Legion,” he replied, because many demons had gone into him. 31 And 
they begged Jesus repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss.
32 A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The demons 
begged Jesus to let them go into the pigs, and he gave them permission. 
33 When the demons came out of the man, they went into the pigs, and 
the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.
34 When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off 
and reported this in the town and countryside, 35 and the people went 
out to see what had happened. When they came to Jesus, they found the 
man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed 
and in his right mind; and they were afraid. 36 Those who had seen it told 
the people how the demon-possessed man had been cured. 37 Then all 
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the people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, 
because they were overcome with fear. So he got into the boat and left.
38 The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with 
him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 “Return home and tell how much 
God has done for you.” So the man went away and told all over town 
how much Jesus had done for him.

BE SEATED

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY African-American Heritage Hymnal 373
Standing on the Promises

SERMON God Shows Us the Sights and Sounds of His Mission
Pastor Jonathan Kehl Isaiah 43:8-13

PLEASE STAND

CONFESSION OF FAITH Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  Through 
Him, all things were made.  For us and for our salvation, He came down 
from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and 
became fully human.  For our sake, He was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day, He rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We 
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of 
the dead and the life of the world to come.

AMEN

BE SEATED

OFFERING  African-American Heritage Hymnal 549
This Little Light of Mine

PRAYERS The Lord’s Prayer

BENEDICTION

M:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  
Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C:  AMEN

CLOSING HYMN  African-American Heritage Hymnal 513
I Love to Tell The Story
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Our work together in Home Missions
“The synod is not an abstract entity—it’s us.”

Rev. Jonathan Bourman began his presentation on his ministry at Saint 
Mark Mankato, Mankato, Minn., with these words. It was an apt reminder 
for synod convention delegates—and for us.

Bourman was one of four home missionaries who shared their ministries 
with delegates on Wednesday evening, detailing the blessings and 
challenges of sharing God’s Word in their particular locations throughout 
the United States. What came through clearly was that each location is 
unique even as the gospel message that each missionary shares is the 
same. What also was obvious is that God is blessing the seeds that these 
missionaries and their members are spreading. Story after story 
highlighted the souls that are being reached with the gospel.

Circling back to Bourman’s words, each soul that hears God’s words from 
those in home missions is being supported by all WELS members. This 
came through in the presentation given by Rev. Matthew Brown, 
chairman of WELS Board for Home Missions, and Rev. Mark Gabb, 
administrator of WELS Board for Home Missions, on Wednesday 
afternoon. The work of Home Missions is supported through individual 
mission offerings as well as through the Congregation Mission Offerings 
that WELS congregations send to the synod. It is also supported by 
volunteers of WELS Mission Journeys who travel to mission settings from 
established congregations.

Gabb noted that five new home missions were approved in the spring of 
2025, and as resources are available, he believes that as many as six 
more could be approved in the fall. Yet he also emphasized that the 
work of Home Missions is expensive—both in dollars and in manpower. 
Therefore, the Board for Home Missions carefully considers each new 
mission and ministry enhancement.

WELS Home Missions is in year three of a ten-year initiative to open 100 
new missions and enhance 75 existing ministries. Since this “100 in 10” 
initiative began, 21 new missions and 24 mission enhancements have 
been supported, leading to many new opportunities to spread the 
gospel throughout North America. To learn more and find out how you 
can be involved, visit wels100in10.net.
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WELS Home Missions is blessed to plant churches and assist mission-minded 
congregations across North America. Home Missions currently supports 144 
congregations with financial subsidy or district mission board/mission counselor 
assistance, with 30 of those being cross-cultural mission congregations. Home 
Missions also provides over 50 campus ministries with financial support, while 
assisting hundreds of other congregations that serve college students around 
the United States and Canada.

WELS has 14 Home Missions districts, each with their own district mission board 
(DMBs). These DMBs, comprised of pastor and lay volunteers, work to start new 
missions and support existing missions in their districts. Two representatives 
from each district serve on the Board for Home Missions. This Board for Home 
Missions votes on the new starts and enhancement ministries for the next year 
and sets overall direction for WELS Home Missions. Three home mission 
counselors work with the DMBs to find, evaluate, and develop new home 
mission locations and provide onsite assistance to home mission congregations 
and counseling and training to the new missionaries who are called to serve 
them. WELS Home Missions also works with three specialized mission 
counselors that assist congregations with Hispanic, Asian, and Campus Ministry 
outreach.

WELS World Missions
“My name will be great among the nations,” says the Lord Almighty. Today, that 
promise is taking root in places both expected and unexpected—through the 
mission God has entrusted to his people.

Across Africa, Asia-Oceania, Europe, Latin America, and Native American 
communities, WELS World Missions partners with local believers to plant 
churches, train leaders, and share the gospel in heart languages around the 
world. It’s not just a mission to the nations—it’s a movement with the nations.

Through your prayers and support, local leaders are reaching their own people 
and crossing borders with the good news. Seminaries are equipping faithful 
shepherds. Digital tools are proclaiming Christ where missionaries can’t go. 
Together, we proclaim his name—until every tribe, tongue, and nation knows 
the love of the Lamb.

This is not our mission. This is God’s mission. And by his promise, it cannot 
fail.

Learn more at wels.net/missions.
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Kid’s Bible Camp
Monday, July 28th – Saturday, August 2nd

9:30 am – 1:00 pm
Sunday, August 3rd

10:00 am

Ages 5-12
>>> Register Here <<<

Want to help?  Volunteer today!
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Serving at CoL:                 Today                                 Next Sunday                                
Music Karis, Elijah Katherine, Elijah
Ushers Lee, Gary Mike
Reader Seth Mike
Altar
Streaming Noah Noah
Refreshments Potluck
Cleaning Barb
Mowing David Randy

CALENDAR                                                                                                                  
Sunday 11:00 AM Worship
Jul 28-Aug 2 VBS:  Wonder Junction
Aug 3 Kids Kount; Potluck Lunch
Sep 7 Grandparents Day

in your bank app:

“...give what you have decided in your heart
to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion,

for God loves a cheerful giver.”
II Corinthians 9:7
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OFFERING Total Budget %Budget Projected
Last Week $1,540.00 $2,710.40 56.8%
July $8,666.55 $11,745.08 73.8% $11,522.98
Qtr-to-Date $8,666.55 $35,235.25 24.6% $34,197.22
Year-to-Date $84,574.57 $140,941.00 60.0% $150,352.65
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