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A Service of Worship and Praise

-We Gather as God’s People to Worship Him-

OPENING HYMN African-American Heritage Hymnal 321
Spirit Song

PLEASE STAND

Minister says: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God 
the Father and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation says:  And also with you.

-Introduction to Worship-

M:  God, our Father, each day is a gift of your grace.
C:  Your mercies are new every morning.
M:  Guide our steps by the light of your word.
C:  Shield us from harm and keep us from evil.
M:  Better than life is your love.
C:  Put joy in our hearts and praise on our lips.  Alleluia!

-We Prepare Our Hearts-

M:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and 
serve Him as His dear children.  But we have disobeyed Him and deserve 
only His wrath and punishment.  Therefore, let us confess our sins to Him 
and plead for His mercy.

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I know that I have been sinful from birth. In 
countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be 
called your child.  But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Forgive my sins 
and change my life.
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We sing: Have Thine Own Way

Have Thine own way, Lord!  Have Thine own way!
Thou art the Potter; I am the clay.

Mold me and make me after Thy will,
While I am waiting, yielded and still.

Have Thine own way, Lord!  Have Thine own way!
Hold o’er my being absolute sway!  
Fill with Thy Spirit till all shall see
Christ only, always living in me!

M:  Jesus says to His people: “If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven.”  His death paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the 
whole world.  Do you believe this?

C:  Yes, I believe.

M:  Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, it is my privilege to 
declare to you that your sins are forgiven.  You are a dear child of God. 
Let’s praise His name.

We sing: No Other Name But the Name of Jesus

Chorus:  No other name, but the name of Jesus
No other name, but the name of the Lord

No other name but the name of Jesus
Is worthy of glory, And worthy of honor

And worthy of power and all praise!

His name is exalted far above the earth; 
His name is high above the heavens.

His name is exalted far above the earth; 
Give glory and honor and praise unto His name.

Chorus
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-We Pray Together-

M:  I lift up my eyes to the hills – where does my help come from?

C:  My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.

M:  He will not let your foot slip – He who watches over you will not 
slumber

C:  My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.

M:  The LORD will keep you from all harm – He will watch over your life.

C:  The LORD will watch over my coming and going, both now and 
forevermore.  AMEN.

BE SEATED

-We Listen to God’s Word-

FIRST LESSON Genesis 32:22-30

22 That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two female 
servants and his eleven sons and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 After 
he had sent them across the stream, he sent over all his possessions. 
24 So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. 
25 When the man saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the 
socket of Jacob’s hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with 
the man. 26 Then the man said, “Let me go, for it is daybreak.”

But Jacob replied, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.”
27 The man asked him, “What is your name?”

“Jacob,” he answered.
28 Then the man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, 
because you have struggled with God and with humans and have 
overcome.”
29 Jacob said, “Please tell me your name.”

But he replied, “Why do you ask my name?” Then he blessed him there.
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30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “It is because I saw God face 
to face, and yet my life was spared.”

We Sing: Thy Word

Refrain: Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.

When I feel afraid and I think I’ve lost my way
Still, You’re there right beside me

Nothing will I fear as long as You are near
Please be with me to the end.

Refrain

I will not forget Your love for me and yet
My heart forever is wandering

Jesus be my guide and hold me to Your side
I will love You to the end.

Refrain

SECOND LESSON African-American Heritage Hymnal, Reading #40

PLEASE STAND

GOSPEL LESSON Luke 18:1-8

18 Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should 
always pray and not give up. 2 He said: “In a certain town there was a 
judge who neither feared God nor cared what people thought. 3 And 
there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, 
‘Grant me justice against my adversary.’
4 “For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I 
don’t fear God or care what people think, 5 yet because this widow keeps 
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bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually 
come and attack me!’”
6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not 
God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and 
night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 I tell you, he will see that they get 
justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find 
faith on the earth?”

BE SEATED

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY Christian Worship 409
Come, My Soul, with Every Care

SERMON Always Pray and Do Not Give Up
Luke 18:1-8

PLEASE STAND

CONFESSION OF FAITH Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  Through 
Him, all things were made.  For us and for our salvation, He came down 
from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and 
became fully human.  For our sake, He was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day, He rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated 
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at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We 
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of 
the dead and the life of the world to come.

AMEN

BE SEATED

OFFERING Instrumental

PRAYERS  The Lord’s Prayer

THE SACRAMENT

M:  Our Lord has given us a holy Supper in which we receive His true 
body and blood for the forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of our 
faith.  In this supper we celebrate the gift of His redemption, we bear 
witness to the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we 
proclaim His death until He returns.

C:  Now have come the salvation and the power and kingdom of our 
God and the authority of His Christ.  To Him who sits on the throne and 
to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory forever and ever.

We Sing: Blessed Be the Lord God Almighty

Refrain:  Blessed be the Lord God Almighty
who was and is and is to come.

Blessed be the Lord God Almighty
Who reigns forevermore.
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Father in heaven, how we love you;
We lift your name in all the earth.

May Your kingdom be established in our praises,
as your people declare Your mighty works.

Refrain

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, 
saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  Do this in 
remembrance of me.”

Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink 
from it all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured 
out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.”

M:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.

FOR ALL OF US:  Paul instructed in I Cor. 11:28: “Everyone ought to examine 
themselves before they eat of the bread and drink from the cup.” Questions like 
these help us examine ourselves:

 Am I sorry for my sin?
 Do I trust that Jesus has lived and died to save me from my sin?
 Do I believe that Jesus’s body and blood are truly present to assure me of 

forgiveness?
 Do I intend, with God’s help, to live a more God pleasing life?

WELS and ELS members may come and receive Christ’s body and blood.  Proceed 
up the center aisle as directed by the ushers.

FOR OUR GUESTS AND VISITORS:  You may find that we regard Holy Communion 
with much greater seriousness than most churches today. The Bible teaches that 
communion is, among other things, a public statement of intimate unity and 
spiritual agreement with a church's teachings. Therefore, if you are unaware or 
unclear about what we teach and believe, you will want to compare your own 
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beliefs with ours before communing with us. We are eager to establish this 
fellowship with you and look forward to your inquiry on how to enter into 
fellowship! Pastor Kramer is happy and ready to speak with you!

DISTRIBUTION HYMN Christian Worship 484
Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly

THANKSGIVING HYMN I Exalt Thee

For thou O Lord, art high above all the earth
Thou art exalted far above all gods.

For thou O Lord, art high above all the earth
Thou art exalted far above all gods.

I exalt thee, I exalt thee, I exalt thee, O Lord
I exalt thee, I exalt thee, I exalt thee, O Lord.

C:  Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have 
praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have 
seen the coming of your Son, may long for his coming again, and that all 
who have received in His true body and blood the pledge of Your 
forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  AMEN.

M:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  AMEN.

CLOSING HYMN Christian Worship 332
Go, My Children, with My Blessing
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New long-range strategic plan in place

The delegates to the convention in July adopted a new long-range 
strategic plan entitled “Christ through us.” This plan outlines the 
priorities of what we as a synod and as congregations have adopted for 
the next ten years. This plan was adopted not as a “top down” directive 
of what the synod will do and how we will conduct our ministry. Rather, 
it is an outline of the prayerful priorities and goals we have as we work 
together to carry out the mission that God has entrusted to us.

The title of the plan, “Christ through us,” emphasizes the focus and 
center of this plan, which is completely on Christ and on what he has 
done for us and for a world of sinners. But it also emphasizes the truth 
that God in his grace has chosen to work through us, his people and his 
ambassadors. The plan, which you will hear more about in the coming 
months, has four basic components: culture, congregations, commission, 
and calling.

 When addressing culture, the plan stresses the importance of 
developing a culture in our congregations in which all our 
members recognize that they are Christ’s ambassadors, each with 
the personal privilege and responsibility of communicating the 
message of Christ to the people they know. It will guide us as we 
work to make our congregations places where people are 
welcomed and participate in the life and work of the 
congregation. 

 When addressing congregations, we will work to engage all 
members in the mission and ministry of the church. We will 
provide support and resources for ministry enhancement efforts 
in congregations. We will work to expand the synod’s gospel 
outreach through strategic church planting. We will elevate the 
home as the first mission field and provide sound Lutheran 
resources in discipleship, worship, outreach, and planning. 

 When addressing commission, we will foster international 
ministry partnerships to expand the gospel’s reach. We will equip 
a global missionary force, not only by sending WELS missionaries 
but also by training pastors and evangelists from global sister 
churches and establishing confessional Lutheran seminaries in 
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key global locations. We will foster robust mission collaboration 
with church bodies in full doctrinal fellowship with WELS. We will 
expand multi-language mission efforts and explore mission work 
in high-risk and unreached areas. 

 When addressing calling, we will address the shortage of called 
workers by carefully expanding pathways into gospel ministry. 
We will establish innovative recruitment efforts for future called 
workers. We will maintain the long-term stability of our 
ministerial education schools. We will adopt a strategy for the 
professional development of called workers and will support their 
spiritual, emotional, and physical well-being. 

The “Christ through us” plan depends on all of us. We encourage you to 
read more about the plan at christthroughus.net.

Serving with you in Christ,
WELS President Mark Schroeder

                                                                                                                   

Mid-Week Bible Class
Wednesdays at 7 PM

Google Meet
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Serving at CoL:                 Today                                    Next Sunday                                      
Music Karis, Elijah Katherine, Elijah
Ushers Mike
Reader Elijah Seth
Altar Karis
Streaming Noah Noah
Refreshments Linda Family Day
Cleaning
Mowing

CALENDAR                                                                                                                                   
Wednesday 7:00 PM Online Bible Class    meet.google.com/dpk-rmfe-atx
Sunday 10:00 AM Bible Class, Sunday School
Sunday 11:00 AM Worship
Oct 25 Workday
Oct 26 Family Day

in your bank app:

“...give what you have decided in your heart
to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion,

for God loves a cheerful giver.”
II Corinthians 9:7
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