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A Service of Worship and Praise

-We Gather as God’s People to Worship Him-

OPENING HYMN Christian Worship 370
All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name

PLEASE STAND

Minister says:  We begin our worship in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

-We Lift Up Our Hands and Voices to God-

We sing: In Moments Like These

In moments like these I sing out a song,
I sing out a love song to Jesus.

In moments like these I lift up my hands,
I lift up my hands to the Lord.

Singing, “I love you Lord,” singing, “I love you Lord;”
Singing, “I love you Lord.  I love you.”

-We Prepare Our Hearts-

M:  We stand here today before our Lord and Maker.  He has created us 
to love Him and serve one another.  But we have separated ourselves 
from Him with our sins.  Let us be honest and confess to Him our sins.

C:  Merciful Father, I confess that I am a sinner.  I make no excuses.  I 
have sinned against you by things I have done and the things I have not 
done.  But I know that Jesus died for me.  I stand before you in need of, 
and trusting in, your forgiveness.
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We sing: I Need Thee Every Hour

I need Thee ev’ry hour, Most gracious Lord;
No tender voice like Thine Can peace afford.

I need Thee, O I need Thee; Ev’ry hour I need Thee;
O bless me now, my Savior, I come to Thee.

I need Thee ev’ry hour, Teach me Thy will;
And Thy rich promises In me fulfill.

I need Thee, O I need Thee; Ev’ry hour I need Thee;
O bless me now, my Savior, I come to Thee.

M:  It is my duty and privilege as a called servant of God to announce to 
you that you are forgiven.  You have been washed in the blood of the 
Lamb, Jesus Christ and stand before Him forgiven of all your sins, His 
child, and an heir of eternal life.  Let’s thank Him for His amazing grace.

We sing: He Looked Beyond My Fault

Amazing grace shall always be my song of praise,
For it was grace that bought my liberty.

I do not know just why Christ came to love me so,
He looked beyond my fault and saw my need.

I shall forever lift mine eyes to Calvary,
To view the cross where Jesus died for me;

How marvelous the grace that caught my falling soul,
He looked beyond my fault and saw my need.

BE SEATED
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-We Listen to God’s Word-

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON I Kings 19:9-18

9 There he went into a cave and spent the night.

And the word of the LORD came to him: “What are you doing here, 
Elijah?”
10 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The 
Israelites have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put 
your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now 
they are trying to kill me too.”
11 The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of 
the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.”

Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered 
the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the 
wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 
12 After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And 
after the fire came a gentle whisper. 13 When Elijah heard it, he pulled his 
cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave.

Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
14 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The 
Israelites have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put 
your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now 
they are trying to kill me too.”
15 The LORD said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go to the 
Desert of Damascus. When you get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram. 
16 Also, anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over Israel, and anoint Elisha son 
of Shaphat from Abel Meholah to succeed you as prophet. 17 Jehu will 
put to death any who escape the sword of Hazael, and Elisha will put to 
death any who escape the sword of Jehu. 18 Yet I reserve seven thousand 
in Israel—all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and whose 
mouths have not kissed him.”
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We sing: Order My Steps (v1)

Order my steps in Your Word dear Lord,
Lead me, guide me, every day,

Send Your anointing, Father, I pray.
Order my steps in Your word.

Please, order my steps in Your word.

I want to walk worthy, My calling to fulfill.
Please order my steps, Lord, And I’ll do Your blessed will,

The world is ever changing, but You are still the same.
If You order my steps, I’ll praise Your name.

EPISTLE LESSON Romans 8:28-39

28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who 
love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those 
God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 
30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also 
justified; those he justified, he also glorified.

31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, 
who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave 
him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give 
us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has 
chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one who condemns? 
No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—
is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 
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persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is 
written:

“For your sake we face death all day long;
    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 
loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels 
nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 
39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able 
to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

We sing: Order My Steps (v3)

Bridle my tongue, let my words edify;
Let the words of my mouth be acceptable in Thy sight.

Take charge of my thoughts, both day and night.
Order my steps in Your word.

Please, order my steps in Your word.

I want to walk worthy, My calling to fulfill.
Please order my steps, Lord, And I’ll do Your blessed will,

The world is ever changing, but You are still the same.
If You order my steps, I’ll praise Your name.

PLEASE STAND

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 14:22-33

22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on 
ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he 
had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. 



7

Later that night, he was there alone, 24 and the boat was already a 
considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the 
wind was against it.

25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 
26 When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. 
“It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear.

27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be 
afraid.”

28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.”

29 “Come,” he said.

Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came 
toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning 
to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!”

31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little 
faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?”

32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then 
those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the 
Son of God.”

BE SEATED

YOUTH MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY Christian Worship 419
If God Himself Be For Me

SERMON If God is For Us, Who Can Be Against Us?
Romans 8:28-39
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PLEASE STAND

CONFESSION OF FAITH Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of Heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into Hell.  The third 
day, He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into Heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From there, He will 
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.

AMEN.

BE SEATED

OFFERING Instrumental

PLEASE STAND

PRAYERS The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

AMEN.
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BENEDICTION

M:  Brother and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  
Serve the Lord with gladness.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  AMEN.

BE SEATED

CLOSING HYMN Christian Worship 344
At the Name of Jesus

                                                                                                                      

Five newly elected district presidents join the Conference of Presidents

The Conference of Presidents, chaired by the synod president, also includes 12 
district presidents, the first and second synod vice presidents, and the non-
voting synod recording secretary. The respective districts elect their district 
presidents every two years; the synod president, the vice presidents, and the 
secretary are elected by the synod convention to four-year terms.

The Conference of Presidents carries out several important functions. First, it is 
ultimately responsible for overseeing doctrine (what we believe and confess) 
and practice (how that doctrine is applied and carried out in our congregations). 
It oversees the process of the calling of pastors, teachers, and staff ministers by 
providing names for call lists and giving advice to congregations as they issue 
those calls. It also serves as the synod’s Assignment Committee, assigning 
teaching and staff ministry candidates from Martin Luther College, New Ulm, 
Minnesota, and pastor and vicar candidates from Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, 
Mequon, Wisconsin.

District presidents continue to serve as pastors in their own congregations. We 
believe that by keeping a district president active as a parish pastor, he 
continues to have a personal understanding of a congregation and its rapidly 
changing ministry. But because of the amount of travel they do, the number of 
meetings they attend, and the time they spend advising and counseling 
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congregations, each district president is provided with a full-time pastor to 
assist him in his congregational and district duties.

This year something very unusual—maybe even unprecedented—has 
happened. Because of retirements and acceptance of other calls, five new 
district presidents have joined the Conference of Presidents. Benjamin Tomczak 
(Dakota-Montana), Stephen Helwig (Nebraska), Kevin Westra (Northern 
Wisconsin), Jonathan Schroeder (South Atlantic), and Paul Seager (South 
Central) have all begun their work as district presidents. Last week they 
completed their official orientation and training for their new positions, for such 
things as preparing call lists, helping congregations with advice and guidance, 
their role in the assignment process, etc. That training will continue as they 
experience the challenges and joys of serving as a district president.

We ask God’s blessings and great wisdom as they serve.

Serving together with you in Christ,

WELS President Mark Schroeder

Get to know the district presidents in this Forward in Christ   article  .

                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Mid-Week Bible Class
Wednesdays  |  7:00 pm CT

Google Meet
                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Faces of Faith - Abraham

Abraham lives in Uganda, where faith is closely tied to community identity. He 
was raised as a Muslim and firmly grounded in the beliefs of his family and 
community. Yet God was at work. When Christian leaders began holding 

https://forwardinchrist.net/new-district-presidents/
http://meet.google.com/dpk-rmfe-atx
https://www.crownoflifenola.com/mid-week-bible-class/
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meetings nearby, Abraham, a respected community leader, allowed them to 
gather out of a desire for peace and even opened some of their sessions. Many 
in the Muslim community became angry and accused him of betrayal.

Those Christians continued to show patience and love. They came to Abraham’s 
home, prayed with him, and spoke plainly about Jesus Christ. Through their 
faithful witness, the Holy Spirit worked, and Abraham was brought to faith. He 
publicly confessed Christ, even writing a letter to the local Muslim leaders 
declaring that he was leaving the mosque.

That confession came at a steep cost. Abraham faced severe persecution. He 
was rejected by those who once called him friend and threats were made 
against his life. Yet Abraham remained steadfast. Anchored in the promises of 
Christ, he continued to grow in faith trusting that obedience to Jesus is worth 
the cost, even when the road is painful.

Desiring to serve others faithfully and to share the gospel with clarity and 
compassion, Abraham joined the TELL Network. The training he has received 
through TELL has helped him grow in his faith and speak Christ-centered truth 
rooted in Scripture. This training immediately strengthened his ministry, 
equipping him to reach people with backgrounds similar to his own. His faith 
journey is an example of how God may use someone to plant the seed, another 
to water it, and ultimately it is God who causes it to grow.

The Lord is blessing this work. Today, the majority of Abraham’s congregation 
consists of former Muslims. Because he understands their questions and fears 
firsthand, he speaks with humility, patience, and credibility. Abraham is also 
training other leaders using the TELL method. This ministry bore visible fruit in 
February 2026 when 17 children and young adults were baptized.

Abraham and the members of Adonia Lutheran Evangelical Ministry recently 
joined in fellowship with the Obadiah Lutheran Synod, WELS’ sister church in 
Uganda. Through the training and support he has received from TELL, Abraham 
is being equipped to shepherd others with confidence and Christ-centered care. 
Abraham’s journey—from persecution to pastoral leadership—stands as a living 
witness to the power of the gospel.

From Joel Hoff, TELL Network missionary

https://wels.net/serving-others/missions/multi-language-productions/tell-network/
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Serving at CoL:           Today                                       Next Sunday                                
Music K. Jefferson, E. Sternhagen K. Kramer, E.Sternhagen
Ushers K. Krueger, T. Smith K. Krueger, G. Langbecker
Reader Greg Smith Tyrone Schultz
Altar Beth Phelps
Streaming Noah Sternhagen Noah Sternhagen
Refreshments Barb Schultz Ramona Schultz
Cleaning Schultz Schultz
Mowing Seth Sternhagen Seth Sternhagen

CALENDAR                                                                                                                 
Wednesday 1:00 PM Bible Information Class
Wednesday 7:00 PM Online Bible Class    meet.google.com/dpk-rmfe-atx
Sunday 10:00 AM Bible Class, Sunday School
Sunday 11:00 AM Worship
Aug 16 12:30 PM Q2 Congregational Meeting

in your bank app:

“...give what you have decided in your heart
to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion,

for God loves a cheerful giver.”
II Corinthians 9:7

OFFERING Total Gifts Budget Needs Projected
Last Week $2,091.05 $2,859.15
August $2,091.05 $12,389.67 $8,835.25

$13,012.05 $37,169.00 $31,226.09
Year-to-Date $90,363.73 $148,676.00 $149,692.47
3rd Qtr-to-Date

http://meet.google.com/dpk-rmfe-atx
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