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Lesson Four
Our Christian Response to Blessings and Challenges

When We Receive Financial Blessings
(The financial struggle seems to be over)

Goal 
• To apply biblical principles to our decisions about how to use our money and possessions. 

oduction

Think of a time when you faced your most serious financial struggle.

How are things different now?

Although the struggle to survive financially may be over, what present or future struggles still cause 
you to worry?

Life example and Reflections of faith
When John and Jane were married and just starting a family, they really struggled financially. Jane 
had a year left of nursing school and John was still an apprentice plumber. Things were tough for 
them. They lived in a crowded apartment in a run down apartment complex. They spent very little on 
entertainment, and often found themselves paying for groceries with their credit card because they 
simply had no cash.

1. What kinds of temptations might we struggle with if faced with situations similar to those John 
and Jane faced at the beginning of their marriage?

As soon as Jane finished nursing school, the first of three babies came. She was only able to work 
part-time. 

2. How do financial challenges sometimes affect the way people view children?

Eventually things began to change for John and Jane. Though she only worked part time, Jane was 
paid well. After John completed his apprenticeship program, he found a secure job. He almost always 
had work, even during construction slowdowns.  During this period of their lives they bought a house. 

3. What challenges and temptations might we, like John and Jane, face during this time of 
increasing prosperity?

Life example
John and Jane sent their kids to Lutheran grade school and high school. During that time, they were 
able to buy a nicer home in a nicer neighborhood, and they still saved enough to help the two of their 
children who wanted to go to the local college. By the time the two children were in college, Jane was 
again working full-time and John was in the highest pay bracket for the plumbing trade. Since they 
always had money left over after paying their bills, they were able to remodel their house, take nice 
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vacations, and even install a swimming pool in their backyard. Things looked very good and secure 
for them.

Reflections of faith

1. What kinds of temptations does such prosperity bring with it? 

2. In the subtitle for this lesson, “The financial struggle seems to be over,” seems is a key word. 
What is the significance of the fact that the financial struggle seems to be over?

3. Think of a time when you struggled most financially. How are things better today?

4. While the struggle to survive financially may be over, what concerns about the present or future 
still trouble you?

Light from the Word 
1. Read James 1:17. To the thought that God is the author of all good gifts, the apostle attached the 

statement about the unchangeable nature of God. What do you think the connection is between 
those statements?

2. In Deuteronomy 8:17,18, God reminded Israel that the ability to produce wealth was a gift from 
him. This gift itself confirmed the covenant he had made to the Israelites to bless them. In a 
similar way, the blessings God gives to us confirm the promises he has made to provide for us. 
What are some ways we might react to these blessings? (Refer to Psalm 9:1,2; Psalm 100; and 2 
Corinthians 9:11.)

3. God lovingly guides us in the ways we are to use his gifts. Search the following passages for 
principles that he gives to guide us in the use of our material gifts.

1 Timothy 5:8

1 John 3:17

1 Corinthians 16:2

Romans 13:6,7
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Discussion

1. In 1 Corinthians 4:2 Paul wrote, “Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must 
prove faithful.”

Evaluate the life story of John and Jane with a view towards God’s directive to prove faithful. 
Look for both positive and negative examples. (Where information is lacking, discuss how they 
might have applied the principle of being faithful.)

2. What does prove faithful have to say about . . .

. . . honesty?

. . . hard work?

. . . gambling?

. . . our relationship with God?

Life example
Both John and Jane retired. Their grown children have good jobs and live near them. Because Jane’s 
health has deteriorated dramatically, John can’t take care of her anymore. His years as a plumber have 
taken their toll on his own knees and back. The children feel that their parents should move into a 
nursing home. 

Reflections of faith 
What emotions might surface as John and Jane think of their life and their wealth?

Light from the Word
1. In 1 Timothy 6:9,10, the apostle Paul says that the love of money often leads people down a path 

that ends in the loss of faith. Describe how that might happen in the following situations:

—in the case of a person who faces serious financial challenges. 

—in the case of a person who enjoys financial prosperity.
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2. In 1 Timothy 6:6,7 we are reminded that it is a great blessing to be content. How do the words of 
verse 7, “For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it,” help you 
keep a proper perspective on your money and possessions?

3. Hebrews 13:5 tells us that we can be content because God will never leave us or forsake us. 
What encouragement would you find in those words in the following situations?

—You have just learned that your business partner embezzled $100,000 from your 
business.

—At the age of 60, you learned that because of a corporate merger, you have lost the retirement 
benefits you were counting on for retirement. 

4. Luke 12:15 defines a greedy person as one whose life consists in the abundance of possessions. 
What are the pitfalls of such a focus in life?

Let’s think about the lesson
1. What personal challenges do you face in the area of your financial well-being?

2. What Bible passages will you want to remember in your struggle?

3. What can you do to help keep your eyes focused on God’s eternal blessings?

4. Read Proverbs 30:7-9. Formulate a prayer based on the thoughts of these verses


