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Gospel Motivation

Lesson 1 The Gospel—God’s Love and Forgiveness in Christ

“Gospel Motivation,” Preface and Chapter 1, pp. 5-21

Worship

Read Responsively About God’s Blessings on the Righteous, Psalm 37:25-31.

L: I was a young man. Now I am old.

G: But I have never seen a righteous person forsaken or his children begging for bread.
L: Every day he is gracious and lends.

G: His children will be blessed.

L: Turn back from evil and do good.

G: Then you will remain forever.

For the LORD loves justice.

G: He will not forsake his favored ones.

L: They will be protected forever,

G: but the descendants of the wicked will be cut off.
L: The righteous will inherit the earth.

G: They will dwell on it forever.

L: The mouth of the righteous utters wisdom.

G: His tongue speaks what is just.

L: The law of his God is in his heart.

G: His steps do not slip.

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, help us understand the height, breadth, and depth of your love for us.
Thank you for sending your Son to die for our sins and giving us a place in heaven with you. Throughout
this course, help us see the many ways the Gospel of your forgiveness can be expressed. Use those many
ways to help us grow to serve you more.

All: Amen

Thinking about motivation

1. This course explores the many reasons Scripture gives us to serve the Lord. They all stem from the
hope we have because of his gracious forgiveness in Jesus Christ.

However, not all people, including some Christians, do God’s will for the right reasons. Think about the
motivations some people have for living according to God’s will. Are they right, wrong, or partially right
or wrong?

e John grew up knowing right from wrong. He was told that if he did enough right things, God
would be pleased and give him a place in heaven. He knows he can never be perfect, but he was
told that if he tries his hardest, God will never reject him. “I’m just doing what my parents told
me,” he said.
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o “I know what’s right. I just feel better when I do it,” said Laura. “When I don’t, my conscience
bothers me, and the feeling won’t go away. When I live according to what I know is right, my day
goes so much better.”

e  “When I do things I know I shouldn’t do,” said Jack, “it always catches up with me. I create
enemies. My home life can get really rocky. ’'m always looking over my shoulder to see who’s
watching me. I have to shape up my life. I can’t have this trouble keep coming into my life.”

e “I’'m scared of God,” said Sue. “People say he’s good, but I know he’ll punish me someday if [
don’t clean up my life. Maybe someday I’1l be able to see him as good. Maybe I’ll even believe
he loves me.”

e “Itry to be a moral person,” said James. “And I think I am. I try to be kind to others because it’s
the right thing to do. I don’t know if there’s a God or not. Regardless, if everybody thought like
me, it would be a better world.”

e “I heard a preacher on TV last night,” said Anne. “She said that the more I give, the more I'll get
—up to ten times as much. She sounded convincing, so I sent her church $500 this morning. Now
I’ll wait. Good things are on the way; I know it.”
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The Gospel—God’s greatest gift

2. How does each of the following passages describe what God has done for us?

Genesis 3:15—

“I will put hostility between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed. He will crush
your head, and you will crush his heel.”

John 3:16—

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in him shall
not perish, but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,
but to save the world through him. The one who believes in him is not condemned, but the one who

does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only-begotten
Son of God.”

Romans 3:19-24—

“Now we know that whatever the law says is addressed to those who are under the law, so that every
mouth will be silenced and the whole world will be subject to God’s judgment. For this reason, no
one will be declared righteous in his sight by works of the law, for through the law we become aware
of sin.

“But now, completely apart from the law, a righteousness from God has been made known. The Law
and the Prophets testify to it. This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all
and over all who believe.

“In fact, there is no difference, because all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God and are
justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”

3. What is God’s agenda in sending his Son for us? In other words, why do we exist as Christians? as
Christian congregations? Why is it so important that we line up our agenda with God’s?
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4. Can you tell the difference between these two statements?
“I want to serve God more, so I’ll use the Gospel to accomplish that.”

“I love the Lord for giving me the Gospel, so I will try to serve him more.”

The Gospel—God’s gift for eternity

The gift of eternal fellowship with God is God’s greatest gift. Right now, we live on earth. But our time
here is only a speck, a little dot as you would make with the tip of a sharp pencil. But take that pencil,
make a dot, and start drawing a solid line to the right. Keep drawing. Don’t stop. Take your pencil
sharpener because you’re going to need it. Take a few packs of pencils too. Keep drawing until your line
stretches around the world. Keep going. Circle the globe a few more times. But don’t stop there. In fact,
never stop.

That’s what the second part of your life will look like. That’s what God is concerned about. That’s the part
of your life that Jesus was focusing on when he died for your sins. Our life seems to be of utmost
importance now, but it will have no importance when we die. Then it’s a matter of being forever in
Heaven or in Hell. We truly treasure the Gospel only when we see it in that context.

5. Why does the present seem so important to us?

6. Imagine your first minute in eternity. How important will your present life seem then?
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For thought

7. According to Ephesians 3:16-19, what is the only way a believer can grow in his or her understanding
of the Gospel?

Ephesians 3:16-19—
“I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he would strengthen you with power through his
Spirit in your inner self, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. Then, being rooted and
grounded in love, I pray that you would be able to comprehend, along with all the saints, how wide
and long and high and deep his love is, and that you would be able to know the love of Christ that
surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled to all the fullness of God.”

Summary

There are many reasons to keep God’s commandments. But many of them fall short of the reasons
Scripture gives us. The Gospel of God’s forgiveness in Christ is the biggest thing we have. As recipients
of the Gospel, we have many reasons to serve him.

Close with prayer or the Benediction



