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Gospel Motivation

Lesson 2  What Is Gospel Motivation?

“Gospel Motivation,” Preface and Chapter 1, pp. 5-21

Worship

Read responsively about God’s blessings on the righteous, Psalm 1:1-6.

L: How blessed is the man
G: who does not walk in the advice of the wicked,
L: who does not stand on the path with sinners,
G: and who does not sit in a meeting with mockers.
L: But his delight is in the teaching of the LORD,
G: and on his teaching he meditates day and night.
L: He is like a tree planted beside streams of water,
G: which yields its fruit in season,
L: and its leaves do not wither.
G: Everything he does prospers.
L: Not so the wicked!
G: No, they are like the chaff which the wind blows away.
L: Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
G: nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.
L: Yes, the LORD approves of the way of the righteous,
G: but the way of the wicked will perish.

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for sending your Son to accomplish our salvation. You have 
given us the benefit of his work—the forgiveness of our sin and credit for living a perfect life—simply 
through faith. When we realize how sinful we are and that you will someday judge us, we know we can 
appear before you because we are clothed with the robes of Jesus’ perfect life. Today, help us review the 
heart of the Gospel.

All: Amen

The Gospel motivates us—two examples from Scripture.

1. What is the Gospel? Read these two sections of Scripture. How do they define the Gospel

1 John 4:19—

“We love because he first loved us.”

Ephesians 2:4-10—

“But God, because he is rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, made us 
alive with Christ even when we were dead in trespasses. It is by grace you have been saved! He also 
raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus. He did this so 
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that, in the coming ages, he might demonstrate the surpassing riches of his grace in kindness toward 
us in Christ Jesus. Indeed, it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.

For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared in 
advance so that we would walk in them.”

Diagraming Gospel Motivation passages

2. In this study, when the Gospel is followed by (or follows) an encouragement to serve the Lord, we call 
this a “Gospel/motivation” link.

Throughout this course, we will be using the following pattern to mark the Gospel/motivation links: 
Gospel passages will be highlighted in bold. What the Gospel motivates us to do will be highlighted in 
italics.

Feel free to adopt your own pattern, for example, mark the Gospel in parentheses and underline what the 
Gospel motivates us to do. Or bring two colors of pencil to class and use them to make the distinction.

We will be focusing on how the Gospel motivates us to serve the Lord. However, Gospel statements are 
sometimes accompanied by Law statements, namely, what we were like before we became Christians or 
what will happen if we fall away. You may want to mark those law statements in a third way.

In the previous section, we read a brief passage from 1 John 4: “We love because he first loved us.” We 
can easily diagram it like this: “We love because he first loved us.”

John tells us what to do, namely, to love. We marked that sentence in italics. The next phrase is the 
Gospel, which tells us why we can do that. God loved us first. So we marked that in bold.

3. Do the same with these two lengthier passages.

1 John 3:1-3—

See the kind of love the Father has given us that we should be called children of God, and that is what 
we are! The world does not know us, because it did not know him. Dear friends, we are children of 
God now, but what we will be has not yet been revealed. We know that when he is revealed, we will 
be like him, and we will see him as he really is. Everyone who has this hope purifies himself just as 
Jesus is pure.

Titus 3:3-8—

For at one time we ourselves were also foolish, disobedient, deceived, enslaved by many kinds of evil 
desires and pleasures, living in malice and jealousy, being hated and hating one another. But when the 
kindness and love of God our Savior toward mankind appeared, he saved us—not by righteous works 
that we did ourselves, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and the 
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renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so 
that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs in keeping with the hope of eternal 
life. This saying is trustworthy. And I want you to insist on these things, so that those who believe in 
God are intent on keeping busy with good works.

Practice

4. Use the following passages to practice. Find as many Gospel/motivation links as you can.

Ephesians 4:32–5:2—

Get rid of every kind of bitterness, rage, anger, quarreling, and slander, along with every kind of 
malice. Instead, be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving one another, just as God in 
Christ has forgiven us.

2 Peter 1:5-9—

And, for this very reason, after applying every effort, add moral excellence to your faith. To moral 
excellence, add knowledge. To knowledge, add self-control. To self-control, add patient endurance. 
To patient endurance, add godliness. To godliness, add brotherly affection. And to brotherly affection, 
add love. For if you have these qualities and they are increasing, they are going to keep you from 
being idle or unfruitful in regard to your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. Indeed, the person who 
lacks these qualities is shortsighted and, in fact, blind, because he has forgotten that he was cleansed 
from his old sins.

5. Share one Gospel/motivation pair that expressed the Gospel in a way you found striking.

For thought

6. Comment on the following statement: “In the fullest sense, holiness of living flows from the Gospel 
only when the Gospel is the center of our thinking and valued more highly than the holiness of life that 
flows from it.”

Summary

The Gospel is the good news that God forgave the sins of the entire world in Christ. He had led us to 
believe that we are forgiven, and to find our hope of eternal life in that fact. Jesus’ forgiveness is our 
greatest treasure and the reason why we want to serve God. In many unique ways, the Scripture describes 
the gifts God has given us in Christ and urges us to serve him because of those gifts.

Close with prayer or the Benediction


